FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
and only salvation. Organizations for the fostering
of human happiness do not seem too promising,
while the organized effort to make men unhappy
has been successful in all ages and lands. Man is like
the little evergreen tree that always longed for
different leaves; and I have no doubt that it will still
want different leaves even after all its foliage is red.
When Freud described the psychological basis of
communism as a " groundless illusion " he certainly
lost the sympathy of many, and many worthy, men.
It seems to be his fate, however, to find his views, at
any given time, in opposition to those views which
have become popular among his contemporaries.
The theory of repression had just begun to enjoy
widespread acceptance, a new era was dawning
when even physicians began to accept the theory of
the sexual etiology of the neuroses, and then Freud
upset the applecart. He undermined the confidence
that many were slowly beginning to confer on him
be declaring that religion was a kind of illusion.
Especially those men who had been reared in the
natural sciences could not forgive him for the dis-
appointment he had been to them. For most free-
thinkers nowadays are believers in the deepest sense
of the word. It is a sign of the true natural scientist
that he confines himself strictly to the subject matter
of his studies. He stoutly rejects any attempts to
form hypotheses transcending empirical knowledge.
And just as stoutly he persists in his unshaken belief
in the Absolute. At the present time this seems to be
the only possible basis for a free and unprejudiced
science.
Upon the publication of The Future of an Illusion
great indignation raged, especially in medical
circles. The priests of the various religions were
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